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Questions
If you have questions regarding the file specifications and record layouts explained in this booklet, please contact our Springfield office at: 

                       		  Main Contact:	 Back-up contact: 
	 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE	 Terry Lindsey	 Sheri Hoff
	 101 W JEFFERSON ST	 217 557-9102	 217 785-2650
	 SPRINGFIELD IL 62702	 Terry.Lindsey@illinois.gov	 Sheri.Hoff@illinois.gov
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Tax Year 2011 Reminders
Common Problems and Suggestions: 
1	 The Primary SSN, Secondary SSN, Student SSN, and Employee’s SSN must be in the valid range established by the IRS, and numeric only. (Many returns had 

SSNs like ‘APPLIED’, ‘111111111’, ‘999999999’). 

2 	Conserve space in the 2-D barcode — do not include empty or blank schedules or attachments. The record layouts for schedules and attachments are only to be 
used for tax returns that have line amounts on the schedules and attachments. 

3 	We continue to receive returns with missing W-2 information in the barcode. The Employer’s FEIN, State Name, and State Wages and Tip fields must be in the 
	 barcode when withholding is present. In addition, ensure all W-2 forms are included in the barcode. 

4  Information from a previous taxpayer included in a barcode. Please ensure the software clears all taxpayer information before starting on the next taxpayer. 

5 	Punctuation was included in the barcode in the name and address fields (e.g., O’Day should be ODay or 8 Hay Ct. should be 8 HAY CT).

6 	Decimals were included in the barcode in the money amount fields (e.g., 100.00 should be 100). 

7 	Dates should always be a valid date within the tax year. The date should be between 01/01/2011 and 12/31/2011. 

8 	Do not generate a barcode if the taxpayer is paying tax to another state while an Illinois resident. (IL-1040 Line 16 cannot be greater than zero) 

Reminders: 
1	 We allow returns for deceased taxpayers. Your software should output “Deceased” and the date of death above the corresponding Social Security number (SSN). 

Example:  Deceased 10/10/2011. Include this information in the 2-D barcode. 

2 	No special characters are allowed in the barcode, unless otherwise noted. 

3 	Please do not make any changes to the paper return after the 2-D barcode is generated. 

4	 Print the IL-1040-V, Payment Voucher for the Individual Income Tax, for all balance due returns. 

5  If attachments are present be sure to include attachment line amounts or data in the 2-D barcode. 

6  If your software gives the taxpayer an option, the department perfers the default be set to print the 2-D barcode. 

7	 Do not generate a barcode if
— there are more than thirty (30) W-2 forms.	 — there are more than thirty (30) W-2G forms.	 — there are more than ten (10) 1099-R forms. 
— there are more than nine (9) 1099-G forms.	 — there is more than one (1) Schedule ICR.	 — there is more than one (1) Schedule G. 
— more data is present than the barcode can contain.	 — there is a Schedule CR with an amount > zero. 

8	 Please remind the taxpayers to send the original 2-D barcode return and payment voucher (if applicable) to the proper address. 

If payment enclosed, mail to:	 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	 SPRINGFIELD IL  62726-0001

If no payment enclosed, mail to:	 ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
	 PO BOX 1040
	 GALESBURG IL  61402-1040
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Introduction and Barcode Sequence
At this time, there are a variety of different barcode languages called symbologies. Each symbology has strengths and weaknesses. The various types of barcodes 
are characterized by their unique pattern of bars and spaces to represent characters. The start and stop bars at both ends of the symbol are also unique. 

PDF-417 is a two-dimensional barcode that can store up to 1,800 printable ASCII characters of 1,100 binary characters per symbol. However, for technical reasons, 
the expected number of characters for tax applications is approximately 1,200.

	 IDOR barcode sequence is	 IDOR paper attachment sequence number order is 

	 	  Header	 	  IL-1040, Page 1

	 	  IL-1040, Page 1	 	  IL-1040, Page 2

	 	  IL-1040, Page 2	 	  Form W-2

	 	  Schedule NR, Page 1	 	  Form W-2G

	 	  Schedule NR, Page 2	 	  Form 1099-R

	 	  Schedule M, Page 1	 	  Form 1099-G

	 	  Schedule M, Page 2	 	  Schedule M, Page 1

	 	  Schedule ICR, Page 1	 	  Schedule M, Page 2

	 	  Schedule ICR, Page 2	 	  Schedule NR, Page 1

	 	  IL-4562	 	  Schedule NR, Page 2

	 	  Schedule 1299-C	 	  Schedule ICR, Page 1

	 	  Schedule G	 	  Schedule ICR, Page 2

	 	  Form W-2	 	  IL-4562

	 	  Form W-2G	 	  Schedule 1299-C

	 	  Form 1099-R	 	  Schedule G	 	

	 	  Form 1099-G	 	  Trailer
	 	 	 	      Other required supporting documentation 
	 	 	 	      (e.g., Schedule CR, etc.), including 
	 	 	 	      federal information

Barcode placement: 
 We try to closely follow 2-D Barcode standards finalized by NACTP.

 The X (horizontal) dimension of the barcode element should range from a minimum of 10 mils to a maximum of 25 mils. 

 The minimum Y/X ratio of the barcode element should be 2. 

 The minimum error correction level should be 4. 

 The miminum DPI for the barcode is 400. 
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Field Explanations
The following discloses the various characters that are allowed in returns filed with a 2-D barcode. 

	 	 Unsigned numeric fields — leading zeros may be dropped, except for date and percentage fields. 

	 Signed numeric fields — leading zeros must be dropped. For negative values, the minus sign (“-”) must be present, to the left of the number. 

	 Alphanumeric fields — there cannot be leading blanks and should be left-justified. Trailing blanks may be dropped. 

	 Fields defined as having literal values — only the literal value (including embedded blanks) must be supplied. 

	 Delimit each field with a carriage return. 

Allowable Characters in Returns with 2-D Barcodes: 
	 Alpha  	 A - Z - Upper case alpha characters only. Literals as shown in the record layouts. No punctuation or special characters, unless otherwise noted. 

	 Numeric 	 0 - 9 - Numeric characters only - right-justified, zero-filled. No punctuation or special characters. 

	 	 		 Money Fields - maximum 9 characters for positive numbers, 8 characters for negative numbers (if applicable) with a leading sign. 
	 	 	 	 Whole dollars only, no cents, right-justified, do not zero-fill. 
	 	 	 	 No dollar signs, commas, decimal points, or other non-numeric characters are allowd in money fields. 
	 	 	 	 When not specified, number can be positive or negative. 
	 	
	 	 		 Percentage Fields - fraction fields, factor fields, and ratio fields are five positions in length. All will be left-justified and zero-filled. No decimals 	
	 	 	 	 are present. The decimal is assumed to be left-most and the second left-most position. For example, 10 percent shown in a five character field 	
	 	 	 	 would be “01000”, that is, 0.1000 with the decimal point omitted. 

	 	 		 ZIP Codes - should be left-justified. 

	 	 		 Dates - Y = Year, M = Month, D = Day or YYYYMMDD. Valid dates only, within tax year. 

	 	 		 Social Security Number (SSN) / Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) - Valid numbers: 

	 	 	 	 	 001-01-0001 through 699-99-9999
	 	 	 	 	 700-01-0001 through 733-99-9999
	 	 	 	 	 750-01-0001 through 763-99-9999
	 	 	 	 	 764-01-0001 through 899-99-9999
	 	 	 	 	 900-70-0000 through 999-80-9999

	 	 		 Other numbers - if present, should be all numeric, right-justified. 
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2011 IL-1040 return and schedules have been revised. Some of the major changes are highlighted below.

Version 2 : 12/27/2011

Schedule 1299-C
Research and Development Credit has been added and line numbers have been changed after line 21.
This has changed the number of delimiters for 1299-C

     Version 1: 10/03/2011 

 IL-1040 : Added 6 new fields

Added new Box : 'Check if Civil Union Return' on page 1  of IL-1040 Step 1 form reference "D".
Added Line 22 : To report Household employment tax 
Step 13 : Added following lines
            1- Third Party Designee Box
            2- Third Party Designee Name
           3 - Third Party Designee Telephone Number
           4 -  Form 1099-G Box
This has changed the line numbers and corresponding references.

Schedule NR: Changed description

Line 26 - Deductible part of self-employment tax
Line 52 - Line 51 * 5% (0.05).

 Schedule M : Added 10 new lines and moved around few old Lines:
 New Lines

 Line 32n - IL Power Agency Bonds
 Line 32o - Central IL Economic Development
 Line 32p - Eastern IL Economic Development
 Line 32q - Southeastern IL Economic Development
 Line 32r -  Southern IL Economic Development
 Line 32s - IL Urban Development Authority Bonds
 Line 32t - Downstate IL Sports Facilities
 Line 32u - Western IL Economic Development
 Line 32v -  Upper IL River Valley Development
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 Line 37 - College savings Plans Distribution

Schedule ICR : No Major changes

Line 2 - Amount of Credit from IL-1040, Line 16

IL-4562 : No changes

Schedule 1299-C :  4 New Lines added and line numbers changed 

Step 2 Line 6 - River Edge Redevelopement Zone Dividend Subtraction
Section B Line 15 - River Edge Redevelopement Zone Investment Credit
Section B Line 39 - Angel Investment Credit
Section B Line 43 - Historic Preservation Credit

Schedule G : 
 2 New funds - Illinois State crime stoppers association and After-School Rescue Fund have been added
 7 funds from last year have been removed.

W-2, W-2G, 1099-R and 1099-G : No changes
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Delimiters

IL-1351 (12/27/2011) 1 OF 1

SR NO For m Type Header Del i mi t er s Fi el d Si ze

1 Header T1 2 6
2 IL-1040 **2DIL10402011** 94 872
3 Schedule NR **2DILNR** 101 835
4 Schedule M **2DILM** 67 604
5 Schedule ICR **2DILICR** 95 1385
6 IL-4562 **2DIL4562** 16 147
7 IL-1299C **2DIL1299-C** 21 194
9 Schedule G **2DILG** 10 90
9 W-2 **2DILW-2** 6 49

10 W-2G **2DILW-2G** 6 55
11 1099-R **2DIL1099-R** 6 52
12 1099-G **2DIL1099-G** 6 52
13 Trailer *EOD* 1 5

Total 431 4346
Total Characters 4777
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IL-1040

IL-1351 (11/30/2011) 2 OF 5

Field # Line # Description Field 
Size Field Type Comments, acceptable values

0066 B Foreign Country 15 Alpha Allowable special character is space. Do not abbreviate.

0067 B Foreign Postal Code 15 Alphanumeric Allowable special characters are forward slash (/), percent (%),  hyphen (-) and 
space.

0070 B Care-of-Name 35 Alphanumeric First & Last Name, no punctuation or special characters.

0080 B Mailing Address 35 Alphanumeric
Allowable special characters are forward slash (/), percent (%),  hyphen (-) and 
space   . No punctuation -- ex:  "AVE." should be "AVE" & "N." should be "N."  
Required Field.

0082 B Apartment Number 30 Alphanumeric Special characters not allowed are percentage (%) and pound sign (#).

0083 B City 20 Alpha Allowable special character is: space. Required Field.

0087 B State 2 Alpha Standard Postal Abbreviation.  (including foreign military bases & U. S. 
possessions). Required Field.

0095 B Zip or Postal Code 9 Numeric Left justified - no hyphens or special characters.  Required Field.

0130 C Filing Status 1 Alphanumeric 1 = Single or Head of household, 2 = Married filing jointly, 3 = Married filing 
separately, 4 = Widowed. Box can not be left blank. Required Field. 

0135 D Same-sex Civil Union Box 1 Alphanumeric Blank or "X" ,  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.

0200 1 Federal Adjusted Gross Income 9 Numeric

0210 2 Federally Tax-Exempt Interest & 
Dividend

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0230 3 Other Additions  9 Numeric Cannot be negative. Must equal Schedule M Line 11. 

0250 4 Total Income 9 Numeric Line 1 + Line 2 + Line 3.

0280 5 Retirement or SS Income 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0300 6 IL Income Tax Overpayment 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0330 7 Other Subtractions 9 Numeric Cannot be negative. Must equal Schedule M Line 38.

0335 7 Amount included in Line 7 from 
Schedule 1299-C box

1 Alpha Blank or "X",  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.

0350 8 Total Subtractions 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.  Sum of Lines 5 through 7.
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IL-1040

IL-1351 (11/28/2011) 5 OF 5

Field # Line # Description Field 
Size Field Type Comments, acceptable values

0628 32b You or spouse 65 or older  and 
permanently living in a nursing home

1 Alpha Blank or "X",  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.

0629 32c Annualized Income on IL-2210 Box 1 Alpha Blank or "X",  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.

0650 33 Donation amount from Schedule G 9 Numeric Cannot be negative. Must equal Schedule G Line 2.

0660 34 Total penalty and Donations 9 Numeric Cannot be negative. Add Lines 32 and 33.

0670 35 Overpayment 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.  If Line 30 > 0  and > Line 34, then Line 30 - Line 34 
else Blank. 

0690 36 IL Income Tax Refund 9 Numeric Cannot be negative. Amount from Line 35.

0950 37 Routing Number 9 Numeric Right Justified, must be valid Routing Number.

0960 37 Checking Account Box 1 Alpha Blank or "X",  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.

0970 37 Savings Account Box 1 Alpha Blank or "X",  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.

0972 37 Depositor Account Number 17 Alphanumeric Right Justified.

0695 38 Amount applied to 2012 estimated tax 9 Numeric Cannot be negative. Subtract Line 36 from Line 35. Not > Line 35.

0700 39 Amount You Owe 9 Numeric Cannot be negative. If Line 31 > 0, then Line 31 + Line 34. If Line 30 < Line 
34, then Line 34 - Line 30, else Blank. 

0800 Taxpayer's Telephone Number 10 Numeric 10 digits only - no hyphens or special characters.

0900 Paid Preparer's Name 35 Alphanumeric Paid Preparer Name

0920 Paid Preparer's Telephone 10 Numeric 10 digits only - no hyphens or special characters.

0910 Paid Preparer's  FEIN, SSN, or PTIN 9 Alphanumeric 9 digits only - no hyphens or special characters.

0930 Third Party Designee Box 1 Alpha Blank or "X",  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.

0935 Third Party Designee Name 35 Alphanumeric Third Party Designee Name

0940 Third Party Designee Telephone 10 Numeric 10 digits only - no hyphens or special characters.

0945 Form 1099-G Box 1 Alpha Blank or "X",  "X" = box is checked, Blank = box is not checked.
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Schedule 1299-C

IL-1351 (12/27/2011) 1 OF 1

Field # Line # Description Field 
Size Field Type Comments, acceptable values

Static IL Schedule 1299-C Identifier 14 Alphanumeric **2DIL1299-C**

0010 Step 2 
Line 3

Enterprise Zone Dividend Subtraction 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0020 Step 2 
Line 6

River Edge Redevelopement Zone 
Dividend Subtraction

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0025 Step 2 
Line 9

High Impact Business Dividend 
Subtraction

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0030 Step 3 
Line 1

TECH-PREP Youth Vocational 
Programs Credit

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0040 Step 3 
Line 2

Dependent Care Assistance Program  
Credit

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0050 Section B 
Line 6

Film Production Services Tax Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0060 Section B 
line 7    

Jobs Tax Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0070 Section B 
Line 9

High Impact Business Investment 
Credit

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0080 Section B 
Line 12

Enterprise Zone Investement Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0085 Section B 
Line 15

River Edge Redevelopement Zone 
Investment Credit

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0090 Section B 
Line 18

EDGE Tax Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0100 Section B 
Line 21

Affordable Housing Donations Tax 
Credit

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0105 Section B 
Line 30

Research and Development Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0110 Section B 
Line 33

River Edge Redevelopement Zone 
Remediation Credit

9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0120 Section B 
Line 36

Ex-Felons Jobs Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0130 Section B 
Line 39

Veterans Jobs Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0140 Section B 
Line 42

Student-Assistance Contribution Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0150 Section B 
Line 45

New Markets Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0160 Section B 
Line 48

Angel Investment Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.

0170 Section B 
Line 52

Historic Preservation Credit 9 Numeric Cannot be negative.
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Refund Delay Conditions

The following conditions may delay refunds and/or change refund amounts. 

	 Taxpayer owes individual back taxes (refund offset). 

 	 Taxpayer owed delinquent child support (refund offset). 

 	 Taxpayer has certain delinquent federal debt, such as student loans, etc. (refund offset). 

 	 The estimated (ES) tax payments reported on the return do not match the ES tax payments recorded on the IDOR master file. This may occur when a spouse 	
	 makes separate payments and files a joint return or vice versa, or when the return is filed before the last ES payment is credited to the account. 

 	 Taxpayer is claiming an unallowable or improperly supported deduction. 

 	 Return is received with a valid SSN that belongs to another taxpayer. 
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Barcode Placement and Example
The	completed	2-D	barcode	must	be	placed	on	the	upper	right-side	portion	of	the	form .	The	area	reserved	for	the	barcode	is	2	inches	tall	and	4 .5	inches	wide	and	
begins	1 .5	inches	from	the	top	of	the	form	and	4	inches	from	the	left	hand	side	of	the	form .	

This	examples	is	approximately	1 .62”	x	2 .15”	and	contains	about	1,500	characters .	

41
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1-D Bar Code Content and Parameters

Bar Code Content
Year - (Position 11) 
Form ID - (Always 600) *(Positions 2-4)
For Revision - (Alphanumeric number ranging from 0 to 9 and A through Z assigned sequentially by the vendor starting with 0 for the original release) - (Position 5)
Page Number - (Position 6)
Software/Forms Developer Identification Number - (Positions 7-9)

Bar Code Parameters
Code 39 symbology
Nine characters (not including the start and stop asterisk)
2.5:1 wide narrow ratio
Height 1/4 inch (0.250 inches) (24 points)
Length 1.447 inches
An alphanumeric version of the 1-D barcode may appear below the barcode readability
“X” dimension (the narrowest bar and/or space) must be at least 1.5 pts. (approximately 20 mils or 3/144”)

Barcode Placement
The barcode must start 6.375 inches from the left edge and must fall between .25 and .375 inches from the bottom edge of the form. 
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Reproduction Requirements/Testing
Form requirements:
	 2-D barcode returns must be 

	 	 	 in the same format as the department-produced Form IL-1040,

	 	 	 the same size - portrait orientation - 8.5” wide by 11” high, and

	 	 	 printed on white, 20 lb. stock paper. 

Printing requirements:
	 2-D barcode returns must

	 	 	 have a blank area beginning 1.5” from the top of the form and ending 3.5” from the top of the form, 

	 	 	 have the taxpayer information (i.e., name(s), address, and Social Security number) printed in the blank area beginning 1.5” from the left edge 	
	 	 	 and 2.25” from the top of the form, 

	 	 	 have a space above the SSN for a deceased indicator. If applicable, “Deceased” and the “date of death” (e.g., Deceased mm/dd/yyyy) must 	
	 	 	 be printed above the deceased taxpayer’s SSN, 
	
	 	 	 have barcode printed in the blank area .75” from the right edge and 1.5” from the top of the form, and 

	 	 	 have IL-1040-V payment voucher generated if a balance is due. IL-1040-V and checks must be submitted to the department with the IL-1040 	
	 	 	 2-D barcode return. 

Testing and approval:
	 	 	 Illinois will provide sample test cases for developers. All seven IL-1040 2-D test cases must be submitted for testing. Test cases must be 
	 	 	 prepared in accordance with the specifications and instructions found in this document. 

	 	 	 Illinois prefers that the test cases be sent as a PDF file for expediency. 

	 	 	 Testing requires approximately one week from the department’s receipt of the documents. Submitters will be notified as to the acceptability of 	
	 	 	 the test documents. 

	 	 	 Upon approval from the department, a three = digit identification number (if not previously issued) will be assigned to the form’s producer. This 	
	 	 	 identification number must be placed on the bottom, left-corner of the 2-D barcode form (near the form’s revision date) in the following format:  	
	 	 	 ID:999. This identification number must be included in the heading on the IL-1040-V payment voucher. (Testing and approval of the IL-1040-V 	
	 	 	 is also necessary. Please see our website for specifications). 
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